[image: image1.jpg]i

BAYSHORE
DISCOVERY




The following is a quick listing 

of the activities and events of the

Bayshore Discovery Project

www.bayshorediscoveryproject.org
info@bayshorediscoveryproject.org 

BAYSHORE BULLETIN

February 2006

Quotes for February:

Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will endure as long as life lasts. There is something infinitely healing in the repeated refrains of nature – the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.

 – Rachel Carson

February makes a bridge, and March breaks it. – George Herbert

Here’s what’s happening . . .
1. Annual Appeal Report

2. Artifact Loan

3. Call for Bay Days Volunteers!!!

4. 2006 “4th Tuesday Lecture Series” Topics

5. AJ MEERWALD Winter Maintenance Projects

6. Position Opening at BDP – Front Desk/Events Coordinator
7. FREE Shipboard Volunteer Training begins Saturday March 4th
8. Wish List

9. Wishes Fulfilled

1. Annual Appeal Report 

We extend our deepest appreciation to everyone who generously gave to BDP’s 2005 Annual Appeal.

Thanks to you, we met and exceeded our goals for this campaign!

As of this writing, more than 140 people have contributed over $12,000 – and with the matching gifts of $10,000 – this campaign has brought in over $22,000, exceeding its goal of $20,000! 

This Annual Appeal has been an incredible outpouring of support for the Bayshore Discovery Project’s education programs and public outreach activities, and it is extremely gratifying to know that there are so many people ‘out there’ who value what we do and are willing to show their support in such a direct and tangible way.  

From everyone here at BDP and on behalf of the thousands of children and families who will experience the AJ Meerwald and other BDP activities in the year ahead, THANK YOU for 

supporting BDP’s efforts to motivate people to take care of the environment, the history and the culture of New Jersey’s Bayshore region through education, preservation and example.

2.  Artifact Loan

BDP has loaned items from our museum collection for display at the New Jersey Historical Society in Newark.  The Society is mounting an exhibit called “Ebb and Flow:  New Jersey and its Rivers” which opened Thursday, January 26th.  The exhibit, which will be in place for several years, focuses on the Delaware, the Raritan, the Maurice and the Passaic Rivers, not only as the highways of early America but as key shapers of economic and social development in their part of New Jersey.  A nice article describing the exhibit, by Associated Press reporter Janet Frankston, appeared in Sunday’s Atlantic City Press.

BDP has loaned a pair of oyster tongs and an oak oyster basket as well as several related documents.  This is the first time in our history that we have participated in another institution’s exhibit.  

The New Jersey Historical Society is at 52 Park Place in Newark, just across the street from Military Park and its parking garage. The museum is open Tuesday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Further information is available on their website at www.jerseyhistory.org.

3. Call for Bay Days Volunteers!!!
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!!!
Bay Days 2006 will take place on Saturday June 3rd and Sunday June 4th and VOLUNTEERS are needed to help staff this awesome event in Port Norris/Bivalve.  Once again, Bay Days will feature fabulous food, artists, crafts and vendors, nonprofit exhibitors, with all-day music and children’s activities.  And don’t forget the Saturday Morning (11am) Street Parade that kicks off the event!

Specific Needs: 

Stage Crew/helping performers on and off stage (contact Sally x101)

Shucking Contest set-up (contact Sally x101)

Shucking Contest timers & judges (contact Sally x101)

Photography Contest co-coordinator (contact Jan x108)

There is plenty of work to be done on the days leading up to and following the weekend as well, and if you would like to contribute some of your time to help make Bay Days happen, please call Patty at 856-785-2060 x100 to sign up. 

4. Lecture Series Topics – February through May 2006 
February 28:  “Saving Your Stuff” (preserving objects & personal possessions), Pat Moore & Deb Slating

March 28:  Tom Nichols, speaking on “Reptiles & Amphibians”

April 25:  Jane Morton Galetto, “From the Nest to Wing” on the maturation of the osprey

May 23:  Tony Junker, author of maritime novel Tunnell’s Boys, set in the Delaware Bay
June 27:  “Saving Your Stuff” for the future Part II (continuation of February’s lecture topic)
September 26: The Nature Conservancy’s Conservation Efforts in the Bayshores Region

5. AJ MEERWALD Winter Maintenance Projects

A Message from Captain Jesse Briggs: January has been one of the 10 warmest on record, which makes working on the boat that much more pleasant. I want to thank Ron, Rod, Doug, Bob, Bitsy, Ann, Pat, Mike, Dan, Tony M., Tony K., and Keith for their help this past month. There is still a lot of work ahead and I don’t know if this great weather will last. So come on down, shake off those winter blahs and join a great bunch of people as we get the A. J. Meerwald in shape for the 2006 season. Mitch or I am here weekdays and Saturdays.  If you would like to learn new skills, share skills and help out with various projects on the boat call Capt. Jesse A. Briggs at 856-785-2060 ext 129 or email jbriggs@bayshorediscovery.org


6. FREE Shipboard Volunteer Training begins Saturday March 4th 

It’s that time again…! Time for the Bayshore Discovery Project (BDP) to reach out to folks who want to be part of the historic schooner AJ Meerwald’s April through October Sailing Season.  

Volunteer Training takes place each year with the intent to prepare interested people to serve as crew onboard the AJ Meerwald. Trainees gain a well-rounded understanding of programs and activities conducted by BDP and are exposed to both education and deckhand skills used onboard. Shipboard volunteers can participate in the AJ Meerwald’s public and private sails, transits between ports, deck tours, and Sailor For A Day camps. 

Shipboard training will take place on four Saturdays – March 4, 11, 25 and April 1 – from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.  All four training sessions are required for new volunteers, and returning volunteers are required to attend the last two sessions.  In addition, to complete their training, trainees are required to participated in two sails in April or May. 

Volunteers provide an invaluable service to the Bayshore Discovery Project.  In addition to the shipboard opportunities, volunteers contribute to other areas of BDP’s programs and operations including onshore education programs, ship maintenance, building and grounds maintenance, special events (Bay Days, Sunset Ferry Cruise, dockside receptions), postering, and office work.   

The training will take place at BDP headquarters – 2800 High Street (Bivalve), Port Norris NJ. 

Pre-registration is required. To register or for more information, please call 856-785-2060 x100

7. Position Opening at BDP – Front Desk/Events Coordinator

Front Desk / Events Coordinator

The Front Desk/Events Coordinator serves as the first contact between the Bayshore Discovery Project and the public both in person and over the phone.  He/she carries out his/her responsibilities for BDP in a responsible, efficient, courteous, innovative, and mission-appropriate manner.  As Events Coordinator, this person interacts with BDP staff and volunteers to help accomplish the groundwork and bring to fruition our annual Bay Days Festival and various events presented throughout the year.

Responsibilities

1. Telephone Reservationist for public sails including data entry into our reservation system 

2. In-house production of event flyers, posters, and brochures

3. Coordination with and scheduling of volunteers for various events

4. Periodic data entry 

5. Oversee and order office supplies 

6. Open and distribute incoming mail

7. Coordinate public sail reservation information with A.J. Meerwald crew

8. Participate in committee planning meetings

9. Prepare invitations, thank you letters, and other correspondences using database and mail merge

This position has a high volume of public contact with program participants, BDP members and staff, volunteers and A.J. Meerwald crewmembers.  The duties are varied and evolving.  Good organizational and communication skills are essential. Candidates must have computer experience including a working knowledge of Word. Good writing skills are necessary; Excel and database entry experience is preferable.  Salary commensurate with experience.  Health insurance available.

The successful candidate will be flexible, have professional customer service skills, and work as part of the BDP team!

Submit resume with three references via Fax 856-785-2893; or

Email: diane_stephenson@bayshorediscoveryproject.org; or 

Mail to: Bayshore Discovery Project; 2800 High Street; Port Norris, NJ 08349
8.  Wish List

First and foremost, we’d would like to thank those volunteers who have so generously donated things for the ship and our programs...lots and lots of food - both prepared and fresh produce from gardens, culinary skills, galley items, photos of the crew sailing, newspaper articles about the ship in various ports, desperately needed American flags, stocking caps and gloves (which were used a lot this spring and fall by unprepared students!), and so much more! We continue to be overwhelmed by so much generosity!!

Naturally, we continue to have needs….

These items would greatly contribute to this year’s education programs and sailing season. So, when cleaning out your closets, attic, basement or garage, please keep this list in mind. Or if you would like to purchase or provide the funding for any of the items below, please give a call to the appropriate contact person listed below.

Office

Re-roof over the kitchen—it leaks when there is a heavy rain.  Material, labor or cash would be equally welcome.

Computers

We can use P4, 1GHZ, or better computers; 10G or larger hard drives; PS2 Keyboards (these are the ones with the small round plug) or USB keyboards, 3 button mice, Network switch(s) – 1 48 – or two 24’s – or 3 twelve position 10/100 ethernet switches

Please call if you have any equipment (or your company is getting rid of equipment). Sometimes we can make use of equipment that others consider obsolete.

Volunteers who can set up and/or troubleshoot Server 2003, computers, and software. Also if you can teach any programs we would love to have trainings for staff.

I am setting up a Technology Advisory Committee, which I expect will meet 4 – 6 times per year. The purpose of the committee is plan the direction we will take with Technology implementation, the Web Site, Hardware, Software, and the Network System. If you are interested and think that you might have something to offer in the way of expertise, Please contact me.

 (Contact: Mitch Brodkin at 856-785-2060 x102)

Education Programs

· A sampling trawl net, no bigger than 12 ft.

· Small seine nets

· 2 pairs of small waders (to fit kids' feet)

(Contact: Joe Buttner, 856-785-2060 x112)
Schooner A.J. MEERWALD

· Cordless drills (any size)

· Lumber—sizes 4 x 4, 4 x 6, 4 x 10 (pine, fir, cypress, cedar, oak)

· Turpentine

· Penetrol

· Paint (check for colors)

· Safety goggles, work gloves, dust masks

· Coffee grinder for galley

· Type 1, children’s life jackets (15)

· Type lll (ski jacket style), children and adult life jackets

· Dust collection system for our woodshop

· Electric random orbital sanders

(Contact: Captain Jesse Briggs, 856-785-2060 x129)

Delaware Bay Museum

· Archival-quality (acid-free, etc.) supplies

· Funding for new and existing exhibit materials (any contribution will be welcome)

· Climate controlled storage facility 

(Contact: Deb Slating, Museum Collections Manager, 856-785-2060 x109)

Facility
· Free Standing, Commercial Grade, Metal Bicycle Rack (for bicyclists who visit the MEERWALD and Delaware Bay Museum) 

(Contact: Cheri Decker, 856-785-2060 x152)

All donors will receive written acknowledgment for their donations (donations may be tax deductible). Visit BDP’s website:  www.bayshorediscoveryproject.org for additional information about the organization and the Schooner AJ MEERWALD.

9.
WISHES FULFILLED:

At the top of this bulletin we’ve mentioned the success of our Annual Appeal.  We’d be remiss if we didn’t mention it here.  The Annual Appeal was WILDLY successful.  We are conscious of the value of your hard earned dollars and will do everything in our power to use them well.  Thank You All.

And, here are some recent donations:

· Deb and Robert Slating donated computer memory and a DVD writer

· Pat Moore donated a computer monitor.

· Rod Mulligan AGAIN took photos, this time of our ongoing maintenance activities.

· George Schupp brings dessert at least once a week.

· George Wille donated a Charles Witholtz designed 17’ Catboat. 
· Brian Jones arranged for Newfield Bank to donate a 4 drawer fireproof filing cabinet

· John Laws donated a metal dolly and several much-needed tools

Our thanks again to these and all of our kind friends.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For more information about Bayshore Discovery Project, 

please visit our website:

www.bayshorediscoveryproject.org
~ Fair Winds and Following Seas ~
Bayshore Bulletin is available in a larger font size for the visually impaired. Please contact Jan Capaldi at the Bayshore Discovery Project, 2800 High Street (Bivalve), Port Norris, NJ 08349 or call 856-785-2060 x108.

Please email jan_capaldi@bayshorediscoveryproject.org

if you wish to be removed from the Bayshore Bulletin email list.

The Bayshore Discovery Project received an operating support grant in 2005 from the New Jersey Historical Commission, a Division of Cultural Affairs in the Department of State. 







